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SUBJECT: FIRST MEETING WITH LIBYAN DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

1 . SINCE LIBYAN DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL IS CURRENTLY IN PEKING, 

MY FIRST OFFICIAL CONTACT AT FOREIGN MINISTRY AUGUST 7 WAS 
WITH DIRECTOR FOR AMERICAN AFFAIRS TAJUDDIN JARBI. JARBI 
SPENT MUCH OF 1960'S WITH LIBYAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, SO 
IT WAS POSSIBLE TO DISCUSS US-LIB YAN RELATIONS WITH GREATER 
FRANKNESS AND IN MORE DETAIL THAN WOULD HAVE BEEN THE 
CASE WITH MOST OTHER LIBYAN OFFICIALS. 
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2. MY APPROACH WAS THAT, IN SPITE OF DIFFERENCES IN 
VIEWPOINT AND POLICY BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES, I HAD 
COME TO LIBYA WITH INTENTION OF CONTACTING AS MANY 
LIBYANS AS POSSIBLE AND ENGAGING IN AS FULL AND USEFUL 
A DIALOGUE AS COULD BE HAD UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

SUCH A DIALOGUE WOULD HOPEFULLY LEAD TO A BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING BY EACH PARTY OF THE POSITION OF THE 
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OTHER AND PERHAPS ON SOME ISSUES TO ACCOMMODATIONS THAT 
WOULD PERMIT OUR OVER AT, I. RELATIONSHIP TO MOVE FORWARD. 

3. AS AN EXAMPLE OF OUR CONCERNS I CITED LIBYA'S 
RECORD— ESPECIALLY THAT OF A FEW YEARS BACK- WITH REGARD 
TO HIJACKING AND TERRORISM. LIBYA'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 
THIRD COUNTRIES AND THE ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUE WERE ALSO 
MENTIONED. I SUGGESTED THAT WE BEGIN WITH MODEST 
EXPECTATIONS AND EXERCISE AS MUCH PATIENCE AS POSSIBLE. 

4. JARBI RECIPROCATED DESIRE FOR DIALOGUE AND 
EMPHASIZED THAT THIS HAD BEEN LIBYAN GOAL FOR PAST 
SEVERAL YEARS. LIBYA HAD WANTED TO SEND AN AMBASSADOR 
TO WASHINGTON AND STILT. THOUGHT THIS WOULD BE USEFUL. 
MEANWHILE, HE AND FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD TRIED TO KEEP 
RELATIONS FROM DETERIORATING FURTHER AND PREVENT HIGHER 
LEVELS OF LIBYAN GOVERNMENT FROM OVER-REACTING TO US 
DECISIONS AFFECTING LIBYA. NOTING WHAT HE 
CHARACTERIZED AS THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
U.S. AND ALGERIA, JARBI WONDERED WHY SIMILAR RELATIONS 
COULD NOT BE DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE U.S. AND LIBYA WHOSE 
POSITIONS WERE SIMILAR TO ALGERIA'S. HE THOUGHT SOME 
LIBYANS MIGHT UNDERSTAND OUR MOVE TO WITHDRAW LOCKHEED 
MAINTENANCE TEAM AND EVEN TO PREVENT SALE OF OSHKOSH 
TRUCKS. HOWEVER, THERE WAS STRONG AND UNANIMOUS FEELING 
THAT CUTTING OFF CIVILIAN BOEING AIRCRAFT WOULD BE AN 
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EXCESSIVELY UNFRIENDLY ACT. HE SAID THAT HE AND OTHERS 
WHO WANTED BETTER US- I.IB YAN RELATIONS HOPED THAT SUCH A 
STEP WOULD NOT IN FACT BE TAKEN. 

5. IN REPLY, I AGAIN REFERRED TO THE STRONG PUBLIC AND 
CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDE TOWARD TERRORISM AND SUGGESTED 
THAT IF THE LIBYAN POSITION HAD CHANGED FOR THE BETTER 
DURING THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS THIS FACT HAD PERHAPS NOT 
BEEN REGISTERED BY LIBYA'S CRITICS. 

6. JARBI REFERRED TO QADHAFI'S JULY 4 MESSAGE TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER AS AN INDICATION THAT LIBYA SOUGHT 
DIALOGUE AND BETTER RELATIONS. HE DID NOT DENY, 

HOWEVER, THAT SEVERAL OF THE REFERENCES TO LIBYAN 
POLITICAL VIEWS CONTAINED IN THAT MESSAGE MIGHT BETTER 
HAVE BEEN SAVED FOR A LATER STAGEE IN THE DIALOGUE. 

HE NOTED THAT LIBYA'S UN AMBASSADOR KIKHYA WAS CURRENTLY 
IN TRIPOLI. HE HAD IMPRESSION KIKHYA REMAINED TROUBLED 
BY HIS INABILITY TO OBTAIN APPOINTMENT WITH THE 
SECRETARY TO DELIVER QADHAFI'S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER, OR AN UPDATED VERSION THEREOF. I SUGGESTED 
THAT KIKHYA MIGHT BETTER BEGIN BY SEEING NEWSOM, WHOM 
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LIBYAN OFFICIALS KNOW AND HOLD IN HIGH REGARD. 

7. JARBI OFFERED TO DO ALL HE COULD TO HELP ME DURING 
MY STAY IN LIBYA, INCLUDING HELPING ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS 
AT HIGHER LEVELS. HE DID NOT SEEM TO KNOW, HOWEVER, AT 
WHAT LEVEL I WOULD BE RECEIVED. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THIS WILL DEPEND TO SOME EXTENT ON KIKHYA'S AND LIBYAN 
CHARGE'S ACCESS TO US OFFICIALS. 
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